| MINA'TRENTAI SIETTE NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN
RESOLUTIONS

Therese M. Terlaje Relative to recognizing the commemoration of the Fiftieth (50th) Year Anniversary of the Court 7/1/24 7/6/24 7/1/24
438-37 (LS) Reorganization Act; and commending the judicial officers and employees, past and present, for their dedicated 8:00 a.m. 6:00 p.m.
service and contributions to the administration of justice for the people of Guam.
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Relative to recognizing the commemoration of the Fiftieth (50") Year Anniversary of the Court

Reorganization Act; and commending the judicial officers and employees, past and present, for

their dedicated service and contributions to the administration of justice for the people of Guam.
BE IT RESOLVED BY | MINATRENTAI SIETTE NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN:

WHEREAS, an mdependent judiciary 15 fundamental toa faur and smparnial justice system and a free and functionimg society; and
WHEREAS, on this momentous occasion, | Tibe rates the Fifueth (50%) Year Anmi
development of the Judictary of Guam (Hastoan G

turan Cowdhan commen

ry of the Court Reorgantzation Act, a comerstone i the

wn)y aned

WHEREAS, the path toward an mdependent pudiciary began on August 1, 1950, with the signing of the Organte Act of Guam by President Harry 8. Truman, which accorded
territortal status to Guam and provided its anzens with a Bill of Rights mirronng that of the United Stares Construnon: and

WHEREAS, the Ory nted the peaple of Guam the abiliry to govern themselves after centurics of being poverned by others and further vested jndicnal anthoan in
the LS, Dustrict Courtof Guam and other courts established by G

WHEREAS, followmg the Organte et and ! Libeslatieran Gadban’s mtroduction of the Judiciary Act of 1950, Guam's court system consisted of an Tdand Court of Guam with
nsdiction over misdemeanor and cvil cases under Two Thousand Dollars (82,0005, a Police Court with junsdicrion over specific misdemeanor comes, and the LS. Distret Court
m holding junsdicton over federal legislaton, and serving as the appellate court for Isdand Court decisions; and
REAS, although Guam’s judiciary finally operated mdependently from the execunve branch, the U8, Distract Courr had been gven significant authorty over local matters;

am’s lows: and

WHEREAS, 1t would be another twentv-four (24) vears betore the Twelfth (128 Guam Legislature would pass the Court Reorganization Act of 1974 (Public Law 12-85), which
ended the dual judienl structure and reallocated the authorty within the local judiciary; and

WHEREAS, followmg the Court Reorganizanon Act, the Island Court was renamed as the Supe
aver all cases artsing out of Guam Taws; and the onorable Joaquin Cruz Per

i Court of Guam, establishing the teaal court as it exists today, with junisdiction
became Guam's fiest Pressding Judge of the Superior Court of Guam on July 1, 1974; and Judges
L and an office for the Compiler of Laws was established to mamtan updates o the Guam Code

from the Island Court and Police Court were reassipned o the Supenor Ce
Annotated; and

WHEREAS, the Court Reorgantzaion Act of 1974 also provided for the ¢
Justice on Oxctober 10, 1974; and

WHEREAS, despite tis symificance, the establishment of the Supreme Court of Guam did not lase In the 1977 case Temtory of Gaam 1. Olen, 431 1S 195 (1977), the U8
Supreme Court ruled that the Orgame Act did notauthonze the transfer of appellate junsdiction from the US. District Court of Guam, 1
created Supreme Court of Guam; and

WHEREAS, i 1984, m response w Ofien, the U8 Congress amended the Organic Act of Guam to permit [ Libesfaturs to create an appellate court to hear all cases in Guam
over which any court established by the U8, Constitution and Jaws of the United States does not have exclusive junsdicnion; and

WHEREAS, an December 31, 1992, under the leadeeship of Senaror Pilar € Lugan, the Twenty-First (219 Guam Legtslature passed the “Frank 1.G. Lujan Memonal Court
Reorgamzation Act” (Public Law 21-147), reestablishing the Supreme Court of Guam. However, because the appellate court was established under Guam law, the court remamed
subordinate to Guam's other two (2) branches of povernment and was subject to ch
WHEREAS, i Apnl 1996, the Honorable Peter Charles Siguenz:
and the 11

ablishment of the first Supreme Court of Guam, with Presiding, Judge Perez becommg the fiest Cliet

Jtmp i the dissolution of the locally

s based on shifts in political control; and
Jr. became the fiest Chief Jusnee of the new Supreme Court of Guam, with the Honorable Janet Healy Weeks
norable Monessa G Luan sworn in as Justices. Mere hours later, however, the Guam Legn
the Tocal Judierary; and

WHEREAS, derermimed to sccure judicial independence,

ire reduced the Supreme Courr of € n's administrative powers over

m's Congressional Delegate Robert A Underwood mtroduced TER, 2370, the “Judicial Empowerment Act of
1997 the 105th Congress; and the Act amed ro amend the Organte et to establish the Judictary co-equal branch of government and to federally recogrize the Office of
the At am. Although only the provision concermng the Office of the Attomey General of Guam was passed, Delegate Underwood contimued his etforts wath
addimonal Tegslanon i the 106th and 107th Congresses, and

WHEREAS, n June 2003, Guam Congresstonal Delegate Madeleme 2. Bordallo mtroduced TLR. 2400 0 the 108th Congress to amend the Organie Act of Guam to establish
the Supreme Court of Guam as the lnghest local ¢
WHEREAS, in October 2003, the Guam Legsl.
Guam; and on October 30, 2004, 11R. 2400 (111 108-378) became federal law, and

WHEREAS, mn January 2006, the Ninth (9%) Circunt Court of Appeals dismassed Sanror o Grar, confirmi
thereby affirming, the Supreme Courr of Guam as the ssland’s highest court, wath appeals subject only to the Unmited States Supreme Court; and

WHEREAS, although 1t took decades to realize the dream of a Umified Judiciary, this achicvement would nor have been possible without the foundation of
Reorgamzanon Aet fifty (50) years ago: now therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that | Ma'trentar Stette Na Libeslataran Gueidhan does hereby, on hehalf of the people of Guam, recopnize the commemora
of the Court Reorgamzanon Act and commend the judhenl officers and emplovees, pa
for the peaple of Guams and be 1t further

RESOLVED, that the Speaker certity, and the Legislative Seeretary atiest to, the adoption hereof, and that copies of the same be thereafter rransmarted to the Tonorable Robert
| Torres, Jr., Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Guam; the Honorable Alberto € Lamorena T, Presding Judge of the Superior Court of Guam: and to the Honorable Lourdes
A, Leon Guerrero, | Maga'hdgan Cudban

ey General of €

£ the termtory, and

that it no longer had punsdicn

n over appeals from Guam courts,

: Court

w of the Fiftieth (50%) Year Anmiversary
and present, for thar dedicated service and contrbutions to the admimstrat

stice

DULY AND REGULARLY ADOPTED BY I MINA'TRENTAI SIETTE NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN ON THE 15" DAY OF JULY 2024,

—
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THERESE M. TERLAJE
Speaker
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ure enacted Public Taw 27-31 1 reorganize the Judiciary as the third co-equal and mdependent branch of the Government of
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Relative to recognizing the commemoration of the Fiftieth
(50™) Year Anniversary of the Court Reorganization Act;
and commending the judicial officers and employees, past
and present, for their dedicated service and contributions to
the administration of justice for the people of Guam.

BE IT RESOLVED BY I MINA'TRENTAI SIETTE NA LIHESLATURAN
GUAHAN:
WHEREAS, an independent judiciary is fundamental to a fair and impartial

justice system and a free and functioning society; and
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WHEREAS, on this momentous occasion, [ Liheslaturan Gudhan
commemorates the Fiftieth (50") Year Anniversary of the Court Reorganization Act, a
comerstone in the development of the Judiciary of Guam (Hustisian Gudhan); and

WHEREAS, the path toward an independent judiciary began on August 1, 1950,
with the signing of the Organic Act of Guam by President Harry S. Truman, which
accorded territorial status to Guam and provided its citizens with a Bill of Rights
mirroring that of the United States Constitution; and

WHEREAS, the Organic Act granted the people of Guam the ability to govern
themselves after centuries of being governed by others and further vested judicial
authority in the U.S. District Court of Guam and other courts established by Guam’s
laws; and

WHEREAS, following the Organic Act and [ Liheslaturan Guahan's
introduction of the Judiciary Act of 1950, Guam’s court system consisted of an Island
Court of Guam with jurisdiction over misdemeanor and civil cases under Two Thousand
Dollars ($2,000), a Police Court with jurisdiction over specific misdemeanor crimes,
and the U.S. District Court of Guam holding jurisdiction over federal legislation, and
serving as the appellate court for Island Court decisions; and

WHEREAS, although Guam’s judiciary finally operated independently from the
executive branch, the U.S. District Court had been given significant authority over local
matters; and

WHEREAS, it would be another twenty-four (24) years before the Twelfth (12%)
Guam Legislature would pass the Court Reorganization Act of 1974 (Public Law 12-
85), which ended the dual judicial structure and reallocated the authority within the
local judiciary; and

WHEREAS, following the Court Reorganization Act, the Island Court was
renamed as the Superior Court of Guam, establishing the trial court as it exists today,

with jurisdiction over all cases arising out of Guam laws; and the Honorable Joaquin

2
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Cruz Perez became Guam’s first Presiding Judge of the Superior Court of Guam on July
1, 1974; and Judges from the Island Court and Police Court were reassigned to the
Superior Court, and an office for the Compiler of Laws was established to maintain
updates to the Guam Code Annotated; and

WHEREAS, the Court Reorganization Act of 1974 also provided for the
establishment of the first Supreme Court of Guam, with Presiding Judge Perez
becoming the first Chief Justice on October 10, 1974; and

WHEREAS, despite its significance, the establishment of the Supreme Court of
Guam did not last. In the 1977 case Territory of Guam v. Olsen, 431 U.S. 195 (1977),
the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that the Organic Act did not authorize the transfer of
appellate jurisdiction from the U.S. District Court of Guam, resulting in the dissolution
of the locally created Supreme Court of Guam; and

WHEREAS, in 1984, in response to QOlsen, the U.S. Congress amended the
Organic Act of Guam to permit / Likeslatura to create an appellate court to hear all
cases in Guam over which any court established by the U.S. Constitution and laws of
the United States does not have exclusive jurisdiction; and

WHEREAS, on December 31, 1992, under the leadership of Senator Pilar C.
Lujan, the Twenty-First (21%) Guam Legislature passed the “Frank L.G. Lujan
Memorial Court Reorganization Act” (Public Law 21-147), reestablishing the Supreme
Court of Guam. However, because the appellate court was established under Guam law,
the court remained subordinate to Guam’s other two (2) branches of government and
was subject to changes based on shifts in political control; and

WHEREAS, in April 1996, the Honorable Peter Charles Siguenza, Jr. became
the first Chief Justice of the new Supreme Court of Guam, with the Honorable Janet
Healy Weeks and the Honorable Monessa G. Lujan sworn in as Justices. Mere hours
later, however, the Guam Legislature reduced the Supreme Court of Guam’s

administrative powers over the local Judiciary; and
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WHEREAS, determined to secure judicial independence, Guam’s Congressional
Delegate Robert A. Underwood mtroduced H.R. 2370, the “Judicial Empowerment Act
of 1997 in the 105th Congress; and the Act aimed to amend the Organic Act to establish
the Judiciary as a co-equal branch of government and to federally recognize the Office
of the Attorney General of Guam. Although only the provision concerning the Office
of the Attorney General of Guam was passed, Delegate Underwood continued his
efforts with additional legislation in the 106th and 107th Congresses; and

WHEREAS, in June 2003, Guam Congressional Delegate Madeleine Z.
Bordallo introduced H.R. 2400 in the 108th Congress to amend the Organic Act of
Guam to establish the Supreme Court of Guam as the highest local court in the territory;
and

WHEREAS, in October 2003, the Guam Legislature enacted Public Law 27-31
to reorganize the Judiciary as the third co-equal and independent branch of the
Government of Guam; and on October 30, 2004, H.R. 2400 (P.L. 108-378) became
federal law; and

WHEREAS, in January 2006, the Ninth (9™) Circuit Court of Appeals dismissed
Santos v. Guam, confirming that it no longer had jurisdiction over appeals from Guam
courts, thereby affirming the Supreme Court of Guam as the island’s highest court, with
appeals subject only to the United States Supreme Court; and

WHEREAS, although it took decades to realize the dream of a Unified Judiciary,
this achievement would not have been possible without the foundation of the Court
Reorganization Act fifty (50) years ago; now therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that I Mina'trentai Siette Na Liheslaturan Gudhan does hereby,
on behalf of the people of Guam, recognize the commemoration of the Fiftieth (50")
Year Anniversary of the Court Reorganization Act; and commend the judicial officers
and employees, past and present, for their dedicated service and contributions to the

administration of justice for the people of Guam; and be it further
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RESOLVED, that the Speaker certify, and the Legislative Secretary attest to, the
adoption hereof, and that copies of the same be thereafter transmitted to the Honorable
Robert J. Torres, Jr., Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Guam; the Honorable
Alberto C. Lamorena III, Presiding Judge of the Superior Court of Guam; and to the

Honorable Lourdes A. Leon Guerrero, / Maga'hdagan Gudhan.

DULY AND REGULARLY ADOPTED BY I MINA'TRENTAI SIETTE NA
LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN ON THE 15" DAY OF JULY 20

)
m}' - /‘vﬁa‘
THERESE M. TERLAJ, . SHELTON
Speaker Legislative Secretary



Office of the Speaker
THERESE M. TERLAJE

I Mina’trentai Siette na Liheslaturan Gudhan | 37th Guam Legislature
Committee on Health, Land, Justice, and Culture

July 2, 2024

MEMORANDUM

To: All Senators, Stakeholders

From: Speaker Therese M. Terlaje 77727

Subject: Notice of Presentation - Resolution No. 438-37 (LS)
Buenas yan Hafa Adai!

Please join us for the presentation of Resolution No. 438-37 (LS) - "Relative to recognizing the
commemoration of the Fiftieth (50th) Year Anniversary of the Court Reorganization Act; and
commending the judicial officers and employees, past and present, for their dedicated service and
contributions to the administration of justice for the people of Guam."

Resolution No. 438-37 (LS) will be presented on Saturday, July 6, 2024, at 6:00 p.m., at the Dusit
Thani Guam Resort Grand Ballroom, Tumon.

We look forward to your participation.

Si Yu'os Ma'ase'!

Guam Congress Building, 163 Chalan Santo Papa, Hagatfia, Guam 96910
Tel: (671) 472-3586 | Email: senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com | www.senatorterlaje.com
*For transmittal of official Messages & Communications to the Guam Legislature to be distributed to all Senators,
please send to: speaker@guamlegislature.org



